
HEARING AID
COMPATIBLE

 
 

M3 RATING INDICATES THE PHONE HAS MET THE AMERICAN
NATIONAL STANDARD INSTITUTE (ANSI) STANDARD;
M4 RATING INDICATES THE PHONE HAS EXCEEDED THE ANSI
STANDARD. 

T3 RATING INDICATES THE PHONE HAS MET THE ANSI STANDARD;
T4 RATING INDICATES THE PHONE HAS EXCEEDED THE ANSI
STANDARD. 

HEARING AIDS DO NOT ALWAYS FUNCTION WELL WITH WIRELESS
HANDSETS. HEARING AIDS OPERATE BY USING A MICROPHONE TO
PICK UP SOUND WAVES, CONVERTING THE SOUND WAVES INTO
ELECTRICAL SIGNALS TO BE AMPLIFIED. DISTORTION OR
AMPLIFICATION OF UNWANTED SOUND (NOISE) OFTEN OCCURS. 

THE FCC’S HEARING AID COMPATIBILITY REQUIREMENTS ADDRESS
HEARING AIDS THAT OPERATE IN EITHER OF TWO MODES – ACOUSTIC
COUPLING (“M” RATING) OR INDUCTIVE COUPLING (“T” RATING).
HEARING AIDS OPERATING IN ACOUSTIC COUPLING MODE RECEIVE
THROUGH A MICROPHONE AND THEN AMPLIFY ALL SOUNDS
SURROUNDING THE USER, INCLUDING BOTH DESIRED SOUNDS, SUCH
AS A TELEPHONE’S AUDIO SIGNAL, AND UNWANTED AMBIENT NOISE.
HEARING AIDS OPERATING IN INDUCTIVE COUPLING MODE TURN OFF
THE MICROPHONE TO AVOID AMPLIFYING UNWANTED AMBIENT
NOISE, INSTEAD USING A TELECOIL TO RECEIVE ONLY AUDIO SIGNAL-
BASED MAGNETIC FIELDS GENERATED BY INDUCTIVE COUPLING-
CAPABLE TELEPHONES. THE FCC’S “M” AND “T” RATINGS INDICATE
WHETHER A HANDSET CAN BE EXPECTED TO FUNCTION WELL WITH A
HEARING AID AND ARE GENERALLY MARKED CLEARLY ON THE
HANDSET PACKAGING. THE “M” OR “T” RATING DOES NOT GUARANTEE
THAT THE HANDSET WILL FUNCTION WITHOUT DISTORTION OR
NOISE.

M-RATING - MICROPHONE STANDARD: REDUCED HEARING AID
DEVICE INTERFERENCE

T-RATINGS - TELECOIL STANDARD: COMPATIBLE WITH HEARING AIDS
WITH TELECOILS

FCC HAC LINK:  HTTPS://WWW.FCC.GOV/HEARING-AID-
COMPATIBILITY-WIRELESS-TELEPHONES

 GLOBAL ACCESSIBILITY REPORTING INITIATIVE (GARI) TO FIND
ACCESSIBLE DEVICES AND APPS:
HTTPS://WWW.GARI.INFO/FINDPHONES.CFM

https://www.fcc.gov/hearing-aid-compatibility-wireless-telephones
https://www.gari.info/findphones.cfm

